Science for Society Programmes 

1) Science for Equity Empowerment and Development (SEED)
SEED focuses on:
· Using science & technology for socio-economic development of disadvantaged communities
· Rural development
· Livelihood improvement
· Technology access for marginalized groups

Aim: Improve quality of life through S&T interventions
Key Features
Action-oriented, field-based projects, Focus on local problems and solutions
Strong involvement of: NGOs, Universities, Field-level workers
Projects are designed for real-world impact, not just research

Major Sub-Schemes
A. Technology Development
TARA → Rural technologies
TIASN → Societal needs
SYST → Young scientists
B. Beneficiary-Oriented Schemes
Women empowerment (S&T for Women)
Tribal development (TITE)
SC/ST-focused programmes

Eligibility
✔ Universities (including private)
✔ R&D institutions
✔ NGOs with field experience

Practical Outcomes
Rural technology deployment, Skill development, 
Social innovation, Community empowerment

Strategic Value
SEED is highly practical + easy to access funding compared to core R&D.

Source: https://dst.gov.in/seed-home 


2) National Council for Science & Technology Communication (NCSTC)

Promote scientific awareness and communication among society
Build scientific temper
Improve public understanding of science
Support science outreach activities

Key Focus Areas
Science communication through: 
Media (TV, radio, digital), Community outreach, Training programmes
Awareness campaigns: Environment, Health, Technology use

Major Activities
National Children’s Science Congress
National Teachers’ Science Congress
National Science Day programmes
Science exhibitions (e.g., Science Express)
Science communication training

Millions of students participate annually
Type of Support
Funding for: Awareness programmes, Science communication projects, 
Training workshops, Media-based initiatives

Applicability
✔ Schools & universities
✔ Science communicators
✔ NGOs & institutions

Practical Outcomes
Scientific awareness in society
Student engagement in research thinking
Capacity building of teachers
Strategic Value
Helps in: NAAC (extension activities), Outreach & societal engagement, Institutional visibility
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Source: https://dst.gov.in/scientific-programmes/st-and-socio-economic-development/national-council-science-technology-communication-ncstc 
